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Welcome Back to School  
Welcome back to all of our Board Members, students and staff.  I’d like to begin my comments with a few 
of the big ideas which I spoke about at the convocation program on September 4, 2012.  The convocation 
is a meeting that I have with district staff on the first day back.   
 
[Superintendent Seto spoke of our underlying goal of increasing student achievement and the importance 
of improving school and district culture to drive that goal.  At the convocation he had shared what he 
planned to do professionally and personally to help change the school and district culture this year.  He 
spoke about the district’s strategic plan and long-range facilities plan.  He spoke about the new curriculum 
and the importance of continually monitoring and assessing it as it is implemented.]   
 
The power point presentation of the convocation program will be posted on the District website shortly.  
This presentation includes the names of our new staff members and recognizes our staff who achieved 
tenure last year.  
 
[Mr. Seto thanked Board Member Mr. Delvin Burton for his feedback following the convocation program 
and indicated that if possible, photographs of these staff members (new and tenured) would be posted as 
part of the presentation.]   
 
[Mr. Seto introduced Franklin High School Principal, James Bevere, who spoke about several events at 
the high school and introduced Football Coach, Louis Solomon, and some of his players.] 
 
Other Back to School Items 
A series of Back to School Nights were held this week for our elementary schools.  Sampson G. Smith 
School, Franklin Middle School and Franklin High School will have these events over the next two weeks.  
The paper version of the District calendar is ready for distribution.  Families should receive it within the 
next week.  Also all dates have been posted on the website calendar.   
 
I encourage all families to fill out and submit their free and reduced meal application forms.  I am happy to 
report that this year those who qualify for reduced breakfast will be able to receive that meal for free.  
Anyone with any questions about the application form or eligibility for free or reduced meals should 
contact Food Services.   
 
The CARE Program has also begun.  We are happy to announce that families can now make payments 
for this before and after school child care program using their credit card.  Call the CARE office for more 
details.   
  



 
Week of Respect and Violence/Vandalism Awareness Weeks   
Coming up in October are Week of Respect, a week dedicated to awareness of bullying issues and 
Violence and Vandalism Awareness Week.  Activities have been planned for all grade levels.  I would like 
to ask, Mr. Wilson, our Anti-Bullying Coordinator to provide more details about those upcoming activities. 
 
[Mr. Wilson read the following, The Franklin Township School District will again provide our students with 
age-appropriate activities for the Week of Respect, October 1st through the 5th, and Violence Awareness 
and Prevention Week, October 22nd through 26th.  Franklin Township and public schools across New 
Jersey will be participating in activities that help students to understand the value of treating all people 
with respect and the responsibility that we all share in making our schools, neighborhoods, and 
community safe.   
 
Each school in the District will post the activities scheduled for their building on their school’s web page.  
Major activities will also be posted on the District website.  A preview of some of the events scheduled 
include:  For Week of Respect, Councilman Rajiv Prasad will present small group presentations entitled 
“Peace Among Peers”; Cultural Awareness Days where students are encouraged to wear their cultural 
garments to celebrate all cultures; Assembly Programs “Me at My Best” & “Piercing the Darkness”; 
Classroom Discussions about Respect; For Violence Awareness & Prevention Week; Presentations from 
Members of the Franklin Police Department;  Poster Contest; Boys Council and Girls Circle group 
activities; Student Violence Prevention Pledges; Assembly Program “Stand Together”; In addition, the 
Franklin Township School District in collaboration with: EmPower Somerset;  Somerset County Office of 
Youth Services and The Franklin Township Recreation Department will present THE GANG WISE 
PROJECT on Tuesday, October 16th at 7:00 PM. at the Franklin Middle School.  The focus of this 
presentation by Lt. Edwin Torres is to provide a platform for parents to help their teens and pre-teens 
avoid gangs.  This presentation will be in Spanish.  For a more detailed list of activities, feel free to visit 
the schools’ websites.] 
 
New Jersey Department of Education Monitoring   
We have received the results of the Ed Jobs and consolidated federal programs on-site monitoring visit.  
We are in the process of writing a corrective action plan to address the recommendations made by the 
Department of Education and will present that plan to the Board and the public at our next Board of 
Education meeting.   
 
September 11th   
This past Tuesday, September 11, 2012 marked the eleventh anniversary of the terrorist attacks on our 
country.  All Franklin schools observed a moment of silent reflection and a brief reading by the school 
principals or students.  Teachers presented specific lessons on 9/11, which addressed the concepts of 
bias, tolerance, empathy and courage. 
 
Thank You to Assemblyman Chivukula   
Once again, Franklin Township Public Schools was the beneficiary of Assemblyman Chivukula’s school 
supplies drive.  Over 100 third grade students from our Elizabeth Avenue and Pine Grove Manor Schools 
received new backpacks containing school supplies which had been donated to the Assemblyman’s 
donation campaign by various organizations and individuals in the Franklin Township Community.  On 
behalf of our students, I would like to thank Assemblyman Chivukula and everyone who donated their 
time money and supplies to the campaign. 
 
Personnel Update   
Interviews are underway for the positions of Supervisor of Mathematics K-5; Supervisor of Math and 
Science 5-8; Director of Assessment and Accountability, and Middle School Principal. There is currently 
one staff member suspended with pay as of 9/1/2012.  
 
Strategic Plan Timeline   
Finally, I would like to remind everyone that there will be a Community Meeting to review and provide 
feedback on the “final” draft of Franklin Township Public Schools Strategic Plan.  This meeting will be 



held on Saturday, September, 29, 2012 from 10 AM – 12 PM in the Franklin High School Cafeteria.  I 
invite everyone to stay or return for Warrior Football on the High School Athletic Field starting at 1 o’clock 
that afternoon.   
 
 
 
 
 


